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Germany 2021 – Riesling’s Cutting Edge 

 

 

After a succession of warmer vintages, 2021 serves as a welcome return to classicism; a year which has produced crisply 
etched, enlivening Rieslings with a fine mineral-soaked elegance. Animated and playful in the Estate and Feinherb 
categories, strict selections across Germany mean that the Prädikats and Grosses Gewächs in particular offer a great sense 
of structure and precision. For this, we thank high levels of buffering extract, which balances the vintage’s naturally fresh 
acidities beautifully, delivering wines of lacy, traditional contours and definite ageability.  

Producers we spoke to were overall hugely positive about 2021 – if not the journey, then certainly the results. For many, 
2021 was a vintage that harked back to the “good old days” of the 1980s and 1990s when this generation’s parents rode 
every year on the edge of their seats, scurrying up and down steep slopes with the daily determination of those whose 
very livelihoods depended on it. One eye on the météo and the other on their footing, spraying at the right time and the 
taming of unruly canopies was essential to combat peronospora, all-the-while standing arms and legs akimbo, in the 
desperate attempt by both vines and masters to absorb all the light and heat on offer.  

At times, it looked as if 2021 would be a total wash-out. Katharina Prüm remarked that the months of April, May, July and 
August all saw below average temperatures with very little in the way of blue skies. When hail struck in the Ruwer Valley 
at the end of July, Maximin Von Schubert would be the first to admit that he had what can politely be described as a sense 
of humour crisis, knowing that from that point on, they had no choice but to wait it out and hope for the best. Christoph 
Schaefer opined about the internal conflict he felt between the rainfall and temperatures he was seeing in front of his 
eyes and their experience over the last ten years, which suggested sunburn might become an even bigger issue later in the 
season. This was a testing year for viticulture – and not just in the Mosel Valley.  

Down in the Rheinhessen, Oliver and Carolin Spanier delivered it straight: more than 5,000 extra labour hours went into 
producing the 2021 vintage at their biodynamic estates Kühling-Gillot and Battenfeld Spanier. It was a vintage that 
required intense weather watching, diligence and trust in both the team and the old vines which dominate their holdings. 
Frank Schönleber added that they have said goodbye to the practice of habitually picking their Grosses Gewächs last; 
climate change has made the growing season simply too unpredictable.  

So, what do we have on our hands? A Riesling vintage that was late, for the modern era, starting in October and running 
through until mid-November; strict selections to concentrate the crop and discard unhealthy grapes – painful 
commercially but essential to achieve a good skin to juice ratio; a paucity of noble rot leading to very few noble sweet 
wines; high acidities and low alcohols, but plenty of dry extract. The finished wines are beautifully fresh and agile, 
particularly in the crystal-clear Grosses Gewächs, Kabinett and Spätlese categories, and while they certainly have an edge 
to them in a twenty-first century context, they are not uncompromising.  

On the contrary, the 2021s are friendlier than the 2010s were, and offer more complexity than the 2014s did at the same 
juncture. Most put this down to broadly good weather in late September and October, with the higher water table 
providing the roots ready access to minerals and vitamins, and adding to the sense of balanced wines with a certain grip in 
the end. 2021 is not merely a light, flyaway vintage, nor is it a blockbuster, nor one with undue austerity. 2021, in the 
hands of a top producer, has all the backlit, vibrant attributes that the Riesling lover seeks. Moreover, these kinds of 
invigorating, cooler vintages are becoming increasingly rare in Germany. For that reason alone, it would be a shame to 
miss out on 2021. We are with Oliver Haag when he says that “I am convinced that in ten years’ time people will recognise 
the quality of this vintage for its finesse, just as they did with 2004, 2008 and 2012.” 
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So perhaps our title is a little misleading, for the wines are not “cutting” in the truest sense of the word. But when we talk 
about fine German Riesling, they clearly do maintain a pretty sharp edge. An edge when it comes to complexity, for no 
variety displays the myriad fruit flavours, flowers and soil-driven notes so well as Riesling. An edge when it comes to 
ageability, for no white variety can be cellared as successfully as Riesling (and in that regard 2021 will be no exception). An 
edge when we speak about rising alcohol levels, for there are no wines on earth that deliver such intensity with the same 
levity. And an edge in relation to price: a quick scan through our offer today will hopefully uphold the notion that 
Germany’s finest wines are still released at unbelievable prices.  

I hope you enjoy reading through our producer profiles and tasting notes. In tasting and putting it all together, we have 
enjoyed every moment of it.  

Perhaps it is that continued sense of pure, uncomplicated joy, over years and years of tasting that is, above all else, 
Riesling’s Cutting Edge. 

 

Mark Dearing 

Germany Buyer, Justerini & Brooks, September 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**Please note that the 2020 Spätburgunders from Huber, Furst, Kühling-Gillot and Battenfeld Spanier will be 
released as standalone offers in due course. 
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Forstmeister Geltz-Zilliken (Saarburg, Saar) 

 
Regrettably, this is a reduced range of wines at Zilliken this year. Just single fuders of regular Spätlese and Auslese 
were produced, the latter filled with a selection of single berries - truly a labour of love! If you’re a fan of the 
Zilliken wines, and there’s much to admire here, buying at release might be your only option. Such was the small 
production and huge demand for these wines around the world that the Zillikens have very graciously offered 
Justerini & Brooks exclusivity on a Spätlese that they had originally earmarked as a candidate for the prestigious 
VDP auction in a few years’ time, not the standard release AP #5. This is therefore the only place you can buy the 
wonderful AP #4, at a price that reflects its huge potential while avoiding any frenzied price escalation. The great 
Rausch vineyard, made up of fine, layered grey slate with outcrops of volcanic diabase, has produced wines with 
all the taut acidity you’d expect in the Saar; lively structures, vivid fruit, and plenty of minerality. There’s even an 
impressive, hauntingly long Grosses Gewächs in the mix… 
  
2021 Saarburger Rausch, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Zilliken (12-22) 

From a tiny 0.4ha section of the vineyard planted in 1880 that 
remains, despite some obvious replanting, entirely ungrafted. Crisp 
slate driven aromas on the nose, and a stony complexity over and 
above any sensation of fruit. On the palate there’s a sense of finesse 
and while this is not a broad wine, it has impeccable focus and steely 
length. A touch of smoke and fine-grained slate surrounds a core of 
delicate citrus fruit. Very clear and hauntingly long. 
 

6x75cl £180.00 

2021 Saarburger Rausch, Riesling, Kabinett, Zilliken (06-22) 
Parading complex slate notes alongside citrus, chamomile and mint 
aromas, this hits the palate running, with a racy acidity underpinning 
the clear and juicy fruit. Direct, crisp and dart-like – proper Saar 
Kabinett. 
   

6x75cl 
 

£100.00 
 
 

2021 Saarburger Rausch, Riesling, Spätlese, #4, Zilliken, “J&B Bottling” 
Verily an auction Spatlese for all intents and purposes, the Rausch AP 
#4 is a big step up on the regular #5, being a more serious selection of 
ripened berries with some healthy botrytis making its way in to the 
blend. Just one barrel was made and offered exclusively to J&B. A silky, 
smooth and refined Spatlese offering a heightened sense of delineation, 
with crushed rocks, herbs, smoke and plusher stone fruits. Sculpted in 
shape with a long yet weightless intensity. Absolutely superb. 
  

6x75cl 
 

£275.00 
 
 

2021 Saarburger Rausch, Riesling, Auslese, Zilliken (03-22) 
The Zillikens scoured the Rausch to select the single berries that went 
into producing one single fuder of Rausch Auslese in 2021. Smelling 
like fine honey mingled with elegant slate, this has a layering and 
persistence not found in the lower Pradikat wines, but also impressive 
lift due to the excellent acidity. The fruit - and there’s plenty of it - 
runs from fully ripe pineapple to passionfruit and guava.  
 

6x75cl £260.00 

2009 Saarburger Rausch, Riesling, Auslese, Zilliken (05-10) [Library Release] 
An Auslese straight out of the treasure chamber, this 2009 is in a 
beautiful drinking spot. Typical smoky notes are emerging with lashings 
of pineapple, mango and rose petals, as it takes on a creamier feel on 
the palate. So easy to enjoy, long, haunting and classy. 2009 was a 
vintage which benefitted from good levels of noble botrytis. 

6x75cl £275.00 
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Maximin Grünhaus (Mertesdorf, Ruwer) 

 
Maximin Von Schubert reports that the vintage at Grünhaus was roughly a third down on a normal year. 
Moreover, production was clipped at the Kabinett level of sweetness due to a hailstorm at the end of July and the 
very late harvest, finishing on 18th November, in cold conditions. The combination of the Ruwer Valley’s naturally 
cooler conditions and the 2021 vintage itself have conspired to produce an energetic, racy set of wines imbued 
with the traditional crisp, herbal accents that defined the Grünhaus wines for decades. Evidently that sense of 
precise, cool, vivid Riesling still has its admirers, as the estate reports demand outstripping production by roughly 
five times! We are delighted to present a full range of highly elegant, restrained Grosses Gewächs, the seemingly 
effortless Estate Feinherb and Abtsberg Superior and three superbly terroir transparent Kabinetts. 

2021 Maximin Grünhauser, Bruderberg, Grosses Gewächs (18-22) 
Cool and focused with a clean apple, herb and citrus character. Initially 
a little reticent on the nose, the palate has an elegant weightlessness to 
it, with gentle slate and supporting violet lift. Bruderberg was the last 
vineyard picked in mid-November.  
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£150.00 
£175.00 
 

2021 Maximin Grünhauser, Herrenberg, Grosses Gewächs (19-22) 
The Herrenberg offers up highly elegant and sophisticated fresh Riesling 
aromas, with a touch more depth and complexity. Soothing white 
peaches, lemon balm and white currants, with some pressed flowers, 
there is a harmony to this which leads in to a long, seamless finish.  
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£150.00 
£175.00 
 

2021 Maximin Grünhauser, Abtsberg, Grosses Gewächs (17-22) 
As is often the case, the Abtsberg has a heightened sense of inner 
tension and focus, delivering highly refined blue slate notes with more 
structure and intensity. Red apples, dried pineapple and lemon with a 
kick of rock salt, pithy apple skins, fresh herbs - there is something very 
mineral and grown up about this.  

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
1x3L 

£150.00 
£175.00 
£115.00 
 

 
2021 

 
Maximin Grünhauser, Riesling, Feinherb (08-22) 
Grünhaus in a glass! Nicely defined and crisp with a racy, limey 
freshness, cooling wild herbs; thistle, bramble and grass, with a salty, 
slatey finish, there is a wonderful lift and drinkability to this Feinherb.  
 

 
6x75cl 

 
£85.00 

2021 Maximin Grünhauser, Abtsberg, Riesling, Superior (22-22) 
A wine that is very close to the Von Schubert heart, the “Superior” 
Feinherb benefits from the same selection quality and handling as the 
GGs but is left to ferment to a natural stop. Its typically animated 
character and seamless balance, being just off-dry, makes it a 
wonderful wine for drinking with food.  Tangerine, blood orange and 
white honey jostle with limey oils and a very clear blue slate minerality - 
this lively acid-fruit combo is offset by a very welcome 14g/l of residual 
sugar.  
 

6x75cl 
 

£120.00 
 

2021 
 
 
 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Bruderberg, Riesling, Kabinett (13-22) 
The coolest site of the three, Bruderberg is always the last to be 
harvested and has a hugely expressive, slightly wild, brambly character 
that we absolutely love. The 2021 has a beautiful bracing clarity to it, 
with wild forest fruits and herbs, golden apples, underpinned by a lovely 
sweetness and up-front intensity. 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£90.00 
£115.00 
 



 

 
 

 All wines are offered subject to remaining unsold, and to final confirmation.  
www.justerinis.com | +44 (0)20 7484 6430| JustBrooksOrders@Justerinis.com  

 

2021 
 
 
 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Herrenberg, Riesling, Kabinett (14-22) 
The Herrenberg Kabinett feels riper and sleeker next to the Bruderberg, 
fanning out with trembling, almost creamy red slate notes, red apples, 
blood orange and stones. Floral notes of lavender and pressed violets 
emerge with time before a dazzling pineappley finish. The Herrenberg 
routinely delivers classy, noble rounded fruits to its wines. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£90.00 
£115.00 

2021 
 
 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Abtsberg, Riesling, Kabinett (16-22) 
Finely etched, detailed and bright, bursting with cool citric and sweetly 
perfumed, garden-like herbs and flowers. Petrichor and a fine, blue 
slate note bring something more elemental to the mix, with a grip and 
focused, fresh acidity that speaks to the crisp, cool vintage.  
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£90.00 
£115.00 
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Fritz Haag (Brauneberg, Mosel) 

 
“I think people will realise in ten years how good this vintage is”, Oliver Haag told us. And by his own admission, 
even he didn’t realise the quality he had when the grapes were being harvested. “It’s a totally different vintage 
to recent years. It was cooler, we lost yield during flowering, to mildew, and the grapes we did harvest weren’t 
full of juice. As a result, we made 35% less than a ‘normal’ vintage, not great from a business perspective, but 
it’s what made the quality so high”. The low skin to juice ratio in these wines means there’s plenty of extract to 
balance out the high ripe acidity and the results speak for themselves. This is a brilliant Haag vintage; crisp and 
fine with the glorious dancing minerality that the Brauneberger Juffer vineyard is so famous for.  
 
 
2021 Brauneberger Juffer, Grosses Gewächs, Fritz Haag (24-22) 

Complex and clear-eyed. Salty and limey and with crystalline 
definition. Racy, with fine extract and a real sense of energy and 
detail. A taut structure at its core, with crisp and persistent fruit 
pepped up with a fresh but fully ripe acid character. It manages to 
maintain the racy finesse and pixelation of the vintage whilst not 
being in any way hard. Sadly, only about half a crop of GGs were 
produced in 2021. 
  

6x75cl £115.00 

2021 Kestener Paulinshofberg, Grosses Gewächs, Fritz Haag (27-22) 
Hailing from a very old, well-known vineyard that used to be regarded 
at the highest level – a status Oliver looks set to return the site to.  
Compared to Brauneberger Juffer it has a little bit more clay with the 
slate, with less actual stones, which results in more powerful wines. 
You get more dark fruits here, more power, more creaminess and 
depth, though it’s wonderfully pure. A mere 200 cases were produced. 
 

6x75cl £135.00 

2021 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Grosses Gewächs, Fritz Haag (08-22) 
A fine river of pithy essential citrus oil, then this lovely intense drive of 
fruit born aloft on a snaking, sleek minerality. There’s depth here, a 
fine elegance as the silky fruit caresses the palate. Vinified two thirds 
in oak fuders, the rest in steel. A caressing, fluid, elegant and refined 
GG, plump with juicy acidity and fine clear cut glass fruit. 
 

6x75cl 
1x1.5L 

£155.00 
£70.00 

2021 
 
 

Riesling, QbA, Screwcap, Fritz Haag (01-22) 
One of our bestsellers, Haag’s Estate off-dry (Feinherb) Riesling is ever-
dependable. Dancing slate and apples, very precise and showing off a 
lovely crisp interplay between green fruit and lifting acidity. Such a 
good Mosel estate Riesling, one that displays more than a little of the 
Haag top wines’ character: fruity, delicate, animated and very easy to 
drink. 

12x75cl £95.00 

 
2021 

 
Brauneberger Juffer, Riesling, Kabinett, Screwcap, Fritz Haag (03-22) 
The artist formerly known as Brauneberger Riesling, Oliver decided as 
of 2019 to put its true single vineyard origin on the label, namely the 
fine blue slate Juffer. Wild and spontaneous aromas frame a complex 
fruit set below. On the palate, gorgeous fruit, a slick of fine white 
peach and lime juice. At the finish there’s a slightly richer note of 
apricot, nothing heavy, just an extra layer of intrigue. Truly gorgeous, 
with animating acidity, plenty of depth, yet a lightness too. Crystalline 
and juicy Kabinett with a surprising level of complexity.  

 
12x75cl 
1x1.5L 

 
£135.00 
£35.00 
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2021 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese, Fritz Haag (07-22) 
Pungent slate notes combine with smoky spontaneous aromas in this 
excellent Sonnenuhr Spätlese. Such fine minerality here, with a touch 
more spark and more extract than the Kabinett – and generally more 
persistence. This has real crystalline fruit, intensity and focus, yet also 
weightlessness. 
 

6x75cl 
1x1.5L 
 

£100.00 
£45.00 

2021 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, Fuder 10, Fritz 
Haag (10-22) 
Now here’s a No.10 we can all support! Hailing from a specific plot of 
45 year old vines, close to the river, there’s glorious sweetness, 
creamy ripe yellow peaches alongside notes of melon, mango and 
scented red apples. Sheer silk across the palate, an Auslese of great 
finesse. Regrettably only a tiny amount was produced.  
 

6x75cl 
1x1.5L 

£140.00 
£65.00 

2021 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, Fuder 6, Fritz Haag 
(06-22) 
A nose of cut-glass fruit shows off wonderful delineation. On the 
palate, salty mineral notes vie with crisp white peaches and fresh 
zesty citrus. A fine drop of honey signals the Auslese character, but 
gosh it’s so pure. Straight as a die, this is driving and focussed with 
masses of linear intensity; a truly classic Auslese reminiscent of years 
like 2001 and 2002. 
 

6x75cl 
1x1.5L 

£150.00 
£65.00 

2021 Brauneberger Juffer, Riesling, Auslese, Goldkapsel, Fuder 22, Fritz 
Haag (22-22) 
A more exotic nose with lashings of creamy tropical fruits, dart-like 
acidity and a trace of fine spice on the finish. A simply dazzling GK 
which saw 30-50% botrytised berries in the blend, the wine straddles a 
beautiful line between succulence and freshness. Tiny production, only 
bottled in halves. 
 

12x37.5cl £210.00 

2021 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, Goldkapsel, Fuder 
9, Fritz Haag (09-22) 
A touch more dried apricot appears in Oliver Haag’s GK #9. An intense 
focussed sweetness pits crystalline honey against candied grapefruit 
pith, lime zest and peach skin. Fabulous purity and intense driving 
concentration. And then the slate appears, a deeply mineral core 
below the fruit. This is from all the Sonnenuhr parcels this year and 
you can really feel the extract of small, concentrated berries holding it 
all together. Top stuff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12x37.5cl 
6x37.5cl 

£300.00 
£150.00 
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Schloss Lieser     (Lieser, Mosel)   

 
With siblings Lara and Niklas Haag more or less working full-time at Weingut Schloss Lieser nowadays, father 
Thomas Haag is apparently freer to manage his frankly dizzying array of Grosse Lage vineyards in the Middle Mosel 
with even more dedication. Over the past two decades, Thomas has assembled a portfolio considered by many to 
be the strongest of any estate in the Mosel, and with award after award one could argue that he has a handle on 
individual vineyard signatures like no other. Niklas explained to us that “where 2020 was a very fine and elegant 
vintage with lovely fruits and perfumes, in 2021 we are back to what we would consider a very puristic, mineral 
year.” Not for the first time we heard that it reminded the Lieser team of vintages in the 1980s and 1990s, with 
harvest beginning in early October, running through to mid-November. “We had to select a lot and there was no 
botrytis really, so we didn’t reach the top categories. We estimate that we are about 40% down in terms of 
quantity but because of that and because of the strict selections we have a good extract level which makes the 
wines very well suited to food when we think about structure and complexity.” High, vibrant acidities and slightly 
lower sugar levels than we have seen in recent years means we have a Lieser vintage of the utmost precision and 
vitality.  
 
 
2021 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser (2-

22)  
A nimble GG which is light on its feet and betrays only cool green fruits, 
lime and smoke initially. Just a dollop of white honey on the 
exceptionally detailed, fine grippy finish. Not showy just bright, light 
and refreshing. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£165.00 
 

2021 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss 
Lieser (31-22) 
There is something sweetly elemental about this Juffer Sonnenuhr; a 
wine with lightness and agility; cooling citrus, white flowers some violet 
and a fine crackling slate, dried herbs and taut tense, saline finish. 
Intense but also effortless, long and so easy to drink. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£165.00 
 

2021 Lieser Niederberg Helden, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser 
(30-22) 
The Helden offers up succulency and gentle ripeness with a caressing 
stone fruit and fresh red apple heartbeat. Wholesome yet so finely 
etched with a lovely purity of fruit unencumbered, only strengthened by 
a lively acidity and fine grip to the finish. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£165.00 
 

2021 Piesporter Goldtröpfchen, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser 
(33-22) 
So grown-up on the nose: the natural, sweet exoticism of the 
Goldtröpfchen is trammelled by a fine, spontaneous, herbal and spicy 
feeling, betraying dried herbs, smoke and flowers alongside the pressed 
pineapple, fresh lemon and grapefruit. The palate is intense and 
charged with a flash of acidity. Properly dry but in no way austere, this 
is very good indeed. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£165.00 
 

2021 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser (32-
22) 
Not tasted. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£165.00 
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2021 Terroir Kiste, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser 
The Schloss Lieser “Terroir Case” is the only way to purchase the 
acclaimed Doctor GG, together with one bottle of each: Wehlener 
Sonnenuhr GG, Himmelreich GG, Niederberg Helden GG, Juffer 
Sonnenuhr GG and Goldtröpfchen GG of the vintage 2021. All 6 wines 
are personally signed by winemaker and owner Thomas Haag and 
packed in an original wooden case.   
 

6x75cl 
 

£285.00 

2021 Lieser Niederberg Helden, Riesling, Kabinett, Schloss Lieser (08-22) 
A Grosse Lage that Thomas Haag more or less put on the map single-
handedly, the Helden is synonymous with complex, ripe but slate driven 
Rieslings resplendent with yellow fruits, red apples and intense, 
stimulating levels of extract and acidity. The 2021 is a more pared-back 
expression than we’re used to, introducing subtly sweet red apple, 
apricot and peachy fruits with a firm, fresh finish. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£75.00 

2021 Piesporter Goldtröpfchen, Riesling, Kabinett, Schloss Lieser (12-22) 
A playful, exuberant mix of red and white fruits, with pink grapefruit, 
berries and guava thrust forth in a great wave. There is more 
perceptible sweetness in the Goldtröpfchen, but it also has more grip 
and detail on the finish. Thomas has a total of 1.2HA spread across the 
Goldtröpfchen amphitheatre.  
 

6x75cl 
 

£75.00 

2021 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Kabinett, Schloss Lieser (11-22) 
The drier soils of the Wehlener Sonnenuhr often display a deeper 
minerality which in this case ties all those lovely layers of fruit together. 
A sense of tranquil nobility frames this Kabinett, with flattering notes of 
apricot, currants and just a wisp of smoke covering the high, 
mouthwatering acidity perfectly. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£75.00 

2021 Lieser Niederberg Helden, Riesling, Spätlese, Schloss Lieser (14-22) 
A more voluminous wine, the Helden oozes with sweet stone fruits and 
tropicality; so plush and juicy and fleshy, yet cut through with an 
absolute beam of ripe acidity. At this point it shows a little more density 
than the others, but it will come good with a few years in the cellar.  
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£90.00 
£120.00 

2021 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese, Schloss Lieser (15-
22) 
The Lieser holdings in the Juffer Sonnenuhr come from the very best 
part of the vineyard, right in the middle, where the vines are forty to 
fifty years old, yielding grapes of outstanding natural balance and 
depth. In our view this shows a smarter and more composed mouthfeel 
at this early juncture, with higher levels of extract and acidity offsetting 
a wash of cool, pixelated freshly cut fruits and headier floral tones. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£90.00 
£120.00 
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With 50 different plots split across just 4.5 hectares of vineyards the Schaefer family is able to farm with the highest 
accuracy. “2021 is a fantastic, classic Riesling vintage with super Kabinetts, and the few Spätlesen that have been 
produced are really great”, said the ever-smiling Christoph Schaefer on our visit. Conditions in Graach were largely 
wet and cool throughout the season, so everything was a bit mixed from flowering onwards. “We ended up having to 
make quite a lot of negative selections, but it was so hard to know what to do with the leaves earlier in the year as 
you never know if sunburn will be an issue later. We have to take everything as it comes, and ultimately for us 
authenticity is the key. We have reduced the range this year – not because we wanted to – but because we can’t just 
upgrade fruit to Spätlese level if the wines don’t properly reflect the category.” The loss of Domprobst #10 and 
Himmelreich Spätlese this year is of course sad, not to mention our much-reduced allocation, but in pure qualitative 
terms, this is as exciting and vital a range as anything we tasted this year. Those lucky enough to secure wines from 
this estate, at any level, will not be disappointed – of that we are dead certain. Bell-clear, lacy, perfumed Rieslings 
with arrow-like profiles, these wines never fail to lift the spirits. 

2021 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese, Schloss Lieser (16-22) 
The bouquet here is first and foremost slate-led as wisps of fine smoke, 
spontaneous fermentation and herbs suggest an altogether brittle and 
crispy palate to come. In the end though, there is sufficient depth and 
sweetness, not to mention a deliciously spicy component which brings 
an array of stone fruits and earth-bound sensations all together to a 
very long, grippy finish. A Spätlese with high levels of ripeness, 
freshness and a certain austerity – this is high definition stuff! 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£90.00 
£120.00 

2021 Lieser Niederberg Helden, Riesling, Auslese, Schloss Lieser (18-22) 
Sadly, this is the only regular Auslese this year and quantities are 
miniscule! No botrytis just a selection of the best, ripest fruits they 
could find, fermented down to 90-95g/l residual sugar. Intensely 
youthful, compact and direct, with an electrifying, borderline hair-
raising acidity. High toned blue, red and tropical fruits, less unctuous in 
mouthfeel compared to the Spätlese, the Auslese is all on the tense, 
taut and laser-like line. One to buy and forget about for the next ten 
years. 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl 
 

£145.00 

Willi Schaefer (Graach, Mosel)   

2021 Graacher, Riesling, Trocken, Screwcap (06-22) 
Fresh apples and pears and other cool orchard fruits, this is clean and 
light with a fresh, crispy acidity. More on the minerality and the slate. 
Produced in the large neutral oak barrels as usual, racked a little 
earlier, then kept on the fine lees all the way through to bottling in 
April. 
 

6x75cl £85.00 

2021 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Kabinett, Willi Schaefer (02-22) 
Complex, grassy and herbal earthy notes, tons of slate and a super racy, 
razor sharp acidity - expressive but impressively focused. An initially 
light impression on the palate is followed up with enormous energy and 
complexity, with touches of wild ferment, smoke, citrus oils, apples and 
heather. Super smart. Slow ripeness means that the oeschle level was 

6x75cl 
6x1.5L 

£110.00 
£265.00 
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not so high, so the intensity is apparent more than the sugar. Hugely 
structured with plenty of extract for long term ageing, if desired. 
 

2021 Graacher Domprobst, Riesling, Kabinett, Willi Schaefer (03-22) 
A Kabinett with more nuance and delicacy after the electrifying 
excitement of the Himmelreich. A slightly riper impression leaves softer 
white fruits bouncing along the palate with powdered slate, citrus and 
flint. Calm and soothing with a fine, cleansing lacy acidity accentuating 
the most beautiful violet and blackcurrant perfume. Stunning.  
 

6x75cl 
6x1.5L 

£110.00 
£265.00 

2021 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese, Willi Schaefer (17-22) 
Just one barrel of 1200bts was produced. The Wehlener Sonnenuhr is 
born of fuller, more entrancing fleshier fruit, with a layer of cream, 
tangerine, citrus blossom, tea and blue slate. It all comes together in 
the most remarkable way, as those sweeter sensations make way for a 
certain structure and minerality, finishing on salt and rocks. A wine of 
coiled energy; deep and layered with lots of extract, it is more serious 
than its flattering first impression. 
 
 

6x75cl 
 

£165.00 
 

2021 Graacher Domprobst, Riesling, Spätlese, Fuder 5, Willi Schaefer (05-
22) 
No #10 this year and no Himmelreich Spätlese means that the very best 
fruit in Graach went in to the spellbinding #5. Just one barrel of 1200bts 
was produced so this is going to be hard to come by. Cool, wild and 
fresh with a hearty black currant, violet and white stone fruit embrace, 
pocked with dried plums and lashings of salt and slate. Grippy, focused 
and invigorating, with a sweet, cushioned fruit texture on the finish. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£185.00 
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Joh. Jos. Prüm is an iconic estate that has produced one of the overall ranges of the entire vintage. Katharina Prüm 
was beaming when we saw her, and it didn’t take us long to work out why. This is a Prüm vintage that saw harvest 
finish on the 15th November, with very little picked above Kabinett and Spätlese level – but what wines these 
lower Pradikat wines are. Katharina remarked that the months of April, May, July and August were lower than the 
long-term average for temperatures, with little in the way of blue skies. These cooler days along with some rain, 
meant that when harvest came, multiple passes through the vineyards were required to select the finest bunches. 
As a result, there’s not a vast amount of wine to go round, but what there is displays wonderfully crisp clear 
profiles, with superb vineyard definition and immense amounts of energy. “I have no regrets about the lack of 
Goldkapsels, these are proper Mosel Rieslings that I could drink a lot of…” said Katharina. Well, based on our 
tasting, we are entirely on board with that… 

 

 

Joh. Jos. Prüm  (Wehlen, Mosel)   

2021 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Kabinett, JJ Prüm (08-22) 
A nose full of wild ferment complexity opens to reveal nervy grassy 
green fruit and very fine slate notes. Full of zippy lime notes, there are 
suggestions of gorgeous fresh nectarine that appear towards the 
finish as the structured, long gripping Kabinett haunts the palate. 
Taut, long and complex. Top stuff.  
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£135.00 
£165.00 

2021 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Kabinett, JJ Prüm (09-22) 
Already displaying genuine complexity on the nose, with smoky sleek 
mineral notes over sun dappled yellow fruit. Complex and broad, with 
a fabulous beam of acidity underpinning the stone fruit notes. This 
has a little more texture and breadth than the Himmelreich, but the 
wonderful 2021 acidity keeps it pert and nimble. Absolutely gorgeous, 
with noble layering and clarity of flavours leading to a fine focussed 
finish. A very serious bottle of Kabinett. 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£150.00 
£180.00 

2021 Zeltinger Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese , JJ Prüm (11-22) 
The 2021 is quite possibly the finest, tightest, most mineral-driven 
Zeltinger Sonnenuhr that we’ve tasted. Its customary creamy stone 
fruits seem far more detailed and pixellated than usual, with a touch of 
herb and salt lending great freshness and complexity to the palate. 
Really a delicious, classical Spätlese that will likely drink earlier than the 
Himmelreich and Sonnenuhr expressions. Super. 
 

6x75cl £140.00 

2021 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Spätlese, JJ Prüm (12-22) 
Sitting at the racier end of the spectrum, the Himmelreich Spätlese 
distinguishes itself from the Kabinett by virtue of having just a bit 
more of everything while seeming to be no sweeter. Tight knit and 
keen, with fabulous purity on the palate as crisp and highly detailed 
lime and green apple scented fruits mingle with stellar minerality. 
There’s fantastic energy here, real race and nervous tension – give it 
time to fully express itself and you will be rewarded. 

6x75cl 
 

£150.00 
 

2021 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Auslese, JJ Prüm, 2021 (16-22) 6x75cl 
 

£175.00 
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Very wild on the nose, with a touch of something nutty too. Then 
those lime leaf notes with complex granular slate notes below. Again, 
the dominant impression is green fruit, with a touch of passionfruit 
thrown in for good measure. There’s great palate purity here; this is 
hugely clear eyed and lifted for an Auslese, fizzing with nervous 
energy and showing off amazing purity and intensity in a package 
that is linear, yet not hard. 
 

 

2021 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, JJ Prüm (17-22) 
Complex with heady floral notes and a minor note of wild 
fermentation. Chamomile and dried flowers give way to a sense of 
sheer yellow fruit on the palate. Mirabelle, a little spice, yellow 
fleshed peach all born aloft on the most silken of textures. A wine of 
remarkable elegance and finesse, flow and composure – this seems to 
somehow operate with an extra dimension in hand. There’s structure 
buried below the polished and ultra-refined surface. Sophistication in 
a glass. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
12x37.5cl 

£200.00 
£225.00 
£230.00 
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Frank Schönleber was pragmatic about the challenges in 2021. Poor flowering and issues with peronospora resulted 
in a crop that was roughly 50% down at the entry-level and almost a third down across the GGs. Harvest concluded 
on 6th November with next to no botrytis seen at all over the six weeks leading up to that date. Frank explained that 
“we have said goodbye to the practice of habitually picking the GGs last”, as the seasons have become far too 
unpredictable. Intense viticultural work through the summer months allowed Frank and the team to make multiple 
passes in the best sites in October, and as the selections were all made in the vineyard, they saw no losses on the 
sorting table at all. A wetter year than most but for Schönleber, rainfall was not the dominant issue. “In the most 
critical periods of the growing season, our challenge was humidity, especially overnight in the summer, so ensuring 
the vines were well aerated was very important. Harvest in the end was cool and almost perfect and, in any case, by 
that point we had worked intensely to make sure that what was left on the vine was in very good condition.” 
Favouring smaller, more concentrated bunches as a rule meant there was no need for any additional skin contact to 
build up texture or complexity in the GGs; a practice commonly seen at other estates – here, the Rieslings have a 
smooth, balm-like fluidity to them, with high levels of fresh, ripe acidity that feels incredibly well integrated. This is a 
fine, charming but also highly intellectual set of wines from the Schönleber team. They have captured the brittle 
elegance, lightness and finesse of the vintage perfectly, balancing that with the tender purity of fruit and polished 
salinity that we have come to expect from this top Nahe estate.  

The dry wines are all spontaneously fermented and aged in traditional wooden cask. Lenz, Monzinger Kabinett, 
Halenberg Spätlese and Halenberg Auslese are fermented and matured in stainless steel to preserve their freshness 
and vibrant, fruity characteristics.  

Emrich-Schönleber (Monzingen, Nahe) 

2021 Lenz Riesling, Emrich-Schönleber (22-22) 
Lenz offers up a lovely combination of stone fruits and charming juicy 
appley notes - clear and crispy but with a nice fluidity too. Between a 
third and 50% fruit from the Frühlingsplätzchen, the soils here 
comprised of mostly red slate and loam. Just above a Trocken level of 
residual sugar and bottled at 11.5% alcohol. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£90.00 
 

2021 Monzinger Riesling, Trocken, Fruhtau, Emrich-Schönleber (32-22) 
Complex, gentle and yet growing in stature on the nose, the Fruhtau is 
salty and finely structured, offering up waxed lemons, dried thyme and 
lemongrass and a touch of earth leading in to a long shimmering 
golden finish. Produced from younger vines in the Frühlingsplätzchen 
vineyard of 10-25 years old and raised in exactly the same way as the 
GGs, this is always a canny buy. 
 

6x75cl £135.00 

2021 Monzinger Niederberg, Riesling Trocken, Erste Gewächs, Emrich-
Schönleber (42-22) 
Niederberg is the extension of the hillside adjoining Halenberg with the 
same blue slate and quartzite soils. The difference lies in its steepness 
(being 40 degrees vs Halenberg’s 70 degrees). Produced from 30 year 
old vines, the Niederberg Trocken 1G is light on its feet, with a swift 
agility, cultivating red apples, gooseberries and a crisp citrussy finish. 
Fermented and matured in traditional German fuders, same as the GGs. 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl £205.00 
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2021 Frühlingsplätzchen, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Emrich-Schönleber 
(44-22) 
Sparkling and charming, the 2021 feels attractively open in style today, 
being hugely detailed and precise, with a haunting citrus and slate rich 
spice bringing everything together. Some grip to the finish speaks to 
ageability but this is overall a highly sophisticated dry Riesling that 
gives more each time you go back to it. Produced from 30 year old 
vines, fermented naturally and raised in traditional German casks. A red 
slate and gravel dominated site facing southwest to southeast. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
1x3L 

£335.00 
£345.00 
£255.00 

2021 Halenberg Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Emrich-Schönleber (45-22) 
As the majority owner of this fabulous blue slate and quartzite 
vineyard, the Schönleber family has long teased out its finer elements. 
Lithe, high-toned tuned fruits; smooth citrus and verbena, some forest 
fruit, cool blue slate – the Halenberg is a little more reticent than its 
Frühlingsplätzchen sibling but is highly elegant, leading in to a grippier, 
grown-up finish. A model of subtlety and refinement.  
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
1x3L 
1x5L 

£365.00 
£375.00 
£275.00 
£530.00 

2021 Monzinger Riesling, Kabinett, Emrich-Schönleber (51-22) 
The Ortswein (village) Kabinett is light, dancing and playful with lots of 
orangey fruits, tangerine and grapefruit, lime juice, and just a great 
sense of ease. A lifted, really fun Kabinett that is a pleasure to drink.  
 

6x75cl £115.00 

2021 Monzinger Halenberg, Riesling, Spätlese, Emrich-Schönleber (54-22) 
Wild yeast, spontaneous and herbal, slate-led intonations dominate 
initially, eventually making way for this very animated, cooling and 
refreshing Spätlese to strut its stuff, displaying notes of herbs, grass and 
white pepper. Super vibrant and fresh with a certain stature and 
stunning complexity.   
 

6x75cl £175.00 

2021 Monzinger Halenberg, Riesling, Auslese, Emrich-Schönleber (57-22) 
An Auslese that we can rightly call a micro-cuvee, comprising just 400L 
in total, 40% of which was botrytised. A panoply of beautiful things. 
Lavender, violet and wild berries sit atop a riper mango and apricot 
base; this Auslese has a seamless flow to it, being sweet and charming 
and seductive but in no way heavy or taxing. So fresh and vital, 
enlivening stuff. Frank explained that “for me, a certain amount of 
botrytis in Auslese is essential but I never want any in my Spätlese”.  
 

6x75cl £250.00 

2021 Frühlingsplätzchen, Riesling, Eiswein, Emrich-Schönleber (67-22) 
Now this really is something very special indeed. Ten years since the last 
Eiswein was produced here, we are delighted to have a few cases of 
2021 to offer. Frank painted the most evocative picture of the team 
huddled around the press, waiting for the first golden droplets to fall, 
Gluhwein in hands, singing Christmas Carols. Truly a wonderful image 
which captures the essence of this magical drink. Gloriously bold and 
laced with fresh pineapple, limes and grapefruit, freshly cut mango and 
a neverending finish. Picked on 22nd December this was quite the 
Christmas present. The perfect Eiswein has no botrytis and the whole 
cluster is fully frozen. Bottled at an amazing 6.5% ABV with a residual 
sugar level of 260g/l. 

6x37.5cl £685.00 
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Harvest at Dönnhoff lasted eight weeks right up to the middle of November. In fact, so much of the harvest came 
in that month, that Helmut was reminded of vintages from the 1990s and 1970s - they very much see this as a 
stylistic return to vintages of old. A long cool season, not without setbacks, meant that about 30% less Riesling 
was produced, much of the losses coming at the estate end of the range. However, Helmut believes the 2021 
Spätlese to be the equal of anything they’ve produced in the last 40 years. High praise indeed, as anyone who has 
enjoyed mature Dönnhoff Spätlese will attest to. 
 

Dönnhoff   (Oberhausen, Nahe)   

2021 Dellchen Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Dönnhoff (26-22)  
Very pure, direct and linear. Great swathes of minerality interlaced 
with fine herbs, touches of white flowers and a pure breeze of citrus 
oil. Saline and serious, this is a cracking Dellchen GG, a rare vineyard 
that combines two entirely different soil types, with up to 2m of slate 
over volcanic bedrock. 
 

6x75cl £300.00 

2021 Hermannshöhle, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Dönnhoff (27-22) 
Here there’s a wonderful note of red apple alongside peach, rose and 
complex slatey mineral notes. Ultra-fine of structure, with plenty of 
extract at its core and lovely purity and complexity. A great vineyard 
that very seldom lets you down. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£335.00 
£365.00 

2021 Riesling, QbA Dönnhoff (02-22) 
A crisp, direct Estate Riesling with bright beams of acidity shot 
through white fleshed pear and citrus fruit. Thirst quenching and 
charming, from volcanic and slate soils in the middle Nahe.   
 

6x75cl £75.00 

2021 Oberhäuser Leistenberg, Riesling, Kabinett, Dönnhoff (04-22) 
Bright and limey on the nose, showing off a pool of kiwi and tangerine 
fruit on the palate; this is a Kabinett destined to give oodles of easy 
drinking pleasure. 
 

6x75cl £95.00 

2021 Oberhäuser Brücke, Riesling, Spätlese, Dönnhoff (14-22) 
Subtle, supple and sleek. A cool ice bath of white fleshed fruit, fine 
sweetness, and racy acidity. Very elegant structurally. There was no 
botrytis in this blend. Produced from one of Dönnhoff’s coolest sites, a 
low vineyard close to the river which excels at Spätlese level, and 
occasionally produces a scintillating Eiswein. 
 

6x75cl £195.00 

2021 Niederhäuser Hermannshöhle, Riesling Spätlese, Dönnhoff (15-22) 
The magnificent Hermannshöhle has produced, in 2021, a Spätlese of 
great layering and an intense minerality that plays beautifully against 
the complex fruit on display. Only pure golden berries were used in the 
blend, no botrytis whatsoever. A many hued Spätlese with myriad 
flavours of apple, stone fruits, and layer upon layer of fine slate. High 
definition, full of promise, this is one to stick away for a few years. 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£220.00 
£250.00 

    

2021 Oberhäuser Brücke, Riesling Auslese, Goldkap, Dönnhoff 
Not tasted, sadly. Very limited availability. 

6x75cl 
12x37.5cl 

£360.00 
£360.00 
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Given their love of long hang times, it is no surprise that this is an excellent range of wines from Andi and Bernd 
Spreitzer. The practice of heavily thinning the lower canopy that the Spreitzers adhere to allows excellent airflow 
amongst the bunches, which, in a season like 2021 gave them a real advantage over the Peronospora threat that was 
ever present in the early part of the year. Similarly, when rain came in September, their well exposed bunches didn’t 
struggle with rot. Simultaneously, the decreased photosynthesis with fewer leaves gave rise to lower Oechsle levels 
than many of their neighbours; allowing them to harvest everything at optimal ripeness. The Spreitzer style 
combines much of what we love about Rheingau Riesling: texture, depth and flow, with a crystalline quality that 
makes them extremely vivid wines to drink. There’s much to enjoy here. The majority of the range is fermented and 
aged in ancient, traditional German casks, notably Stuck (1200L) and Doppelstuck (2400L). The lip-smacking, ever-
popular, Estate Riesling Trocken is vinified 85% in stainless steel and 15% in doppelstuck.  

Please note that the Rheingau VDP producers have decided to hold back their GGs for an additional year in bottle 
going forward. We are therefore now offering the Wisselbrunnen GG 2020 which was missing from our offer last 
year.  

 
 

2021 Schlossbockelheimer, Felsenberg, Auslese, Goldkap, Dönnhoff 
Not tasted, sadly. Very limited availability. 
 
 

6x75cl 
 

£360.00 

2021 Niederhäuser Hermannshöhle, Riesling Auslese, Goldkap, Dönnhoff 
Not tasted, sadly. Very limited availability. 
 
 

6x75cl 
12x37.5cl 
3x1.5L 

£390.00 
£390.00 
£405.00 

2021 Oberhäuser Brücke, Riesling, Eiswein, Dönnhoff 
Not tasted, sadly. Very limited availability. 
 

3x75cl 
3x37.5cl 

£1,450.00 
£725.00 

Weingut Spreitzer (Oestrich, Rheingau) 

2021 Josef Spreitzer, Riesling Trocken, Spreitzer (31-22) 
Floral and crisp with a nice line in savoury stones and minerals. This is 
already charming and open, with a sizzling line of salinity 
underpinning the yellow fruits. The fruit for this cuvee comes from 
younger vines across the estate which typically produce looser berry 
clusters with good yields. Often picked a little later than other cuvees 
due to the higher yields, the result is an officially Spätlese level wine, 
vinified dry – and as such, this offers excellent quality for the price. 
Unchaptalised and all hand-picked. 
 

6x75cl £55.00 

2021 Oestricher Doosberg, Alte Reben, Trocken, Spreitzer (19-22) 
Officially a Grosse Lage vineyard, Doosberg is made up of loam, loess 
and clay with quartz veins running through it, the latter sections 
utilised much in this bottling. Aromatically this has more of the lychee 
and floral notes, then salty yellow fruits. Melting across the palate 
with a gorgeous texture and flow this is all complex fruit notes and 
floral accents. Sleek and full of grace with stony grape notes on the 
finish. Charming, and surprisingly long. Produced from 50 year old 
vines. 

6x75cl £90.00 
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2021 Oestricher Klosterberg, Alte Reben, Trocken, Spreitzer (17-22) 
Rheingau afficionados will tell you that the Klosterberg has almost 
mythical status amongst vignerons, being an ancient, terraced site with 
a more prominent slate and quartzite influence. The south-west facing 
steep slopes, nestled under the Taunus mountains at 250m elevation, 
provide an ideal setting for the 50 year old vines that are used to 
produce this excellent cuvee. Lemon zest and herbs with plenty of 
gripping extract, salty notes, cracked herbs and complex minerals. 
There’s a great release of flavour on the palate, an intense core but 
plenty of immediate charm too. Raised almost entirely in old German 
barrels.  
 

6x75cl £90.00 

2020 Hattenheimer Wisselbrunnen, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Spreitzer 
(33-21) 
Hailing from a top vineyard that sits just above Marcobrunn, and is if 
anything steeper than its famous neighbour. Restraint and minerality 
rule here, with a lovely stony purity on the palate, high extract, a touch 
of pithy grapefruit character and a finish that’s all savoury minerality 
and herbal notes. A GG to partner with complex dishes.  
 

6x75cl £160.00 

2021 Oestricher Lenchen, Eiserberg, Spätlese 303, Spreitzer (24-22) 
Now proudly bearing the name Eiserberg on the label, as it did back in 
1920 when the original 303 was produced, this absolute cracker of a 
Spätlese comes from a section of the Lenchen vineyard where red 
slate dominates. Technically, the Lenchen Grosse Lage has two clearly 
defined plots – the Lenchen itself and the Lenchen Eiserberg, which is 
the southwest facing part where the soils are much redder (Eiser 
translates as Iron). This iron-rich component adds a huge amount to the 
blend and adds to the distinctive character of Spreitzer’s 303. Indeed, in 
the whole Rheingau there are only three red soil sites: Schloss 
Johannisberg, Rothenberg and Lenchen Eiserberg. A wine of real 
deftness, the great acidity keeps this lifted and animated as notes of 
Williams pear, fine raspberry, Mirabelle and fresh green apple flood 
the palate. Ripe fruits abound, with such clear aromas on the nose. A 
wine of glorious fruit delivery and sheer deliciousness, produced from 
pure golden grapes and no botrytis whatsoever. Don’t miss.  
 
 
 

6x75cl £140.00 
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Deutschland’s answer to the Obamas, Oliver Spanier and Carolin Spanier-Gillot represent two different estates 
brought together by marriage but produced by one winemaking team in one cellar. More than 5,000 extra hours 
went into producing the 2021 vintage at Oliver and Carolin’s biodynamic estates Kühling-Gillot and Battenfeld 
Spanier. It was a vintage that required intense weather watching, diligence and trust in both the team, and the old 
vines that dominate their holdings. Through sheer hard work they ended up harvesting as much in 2021 as they 
did in 2020 – an amazing feat, and very good news for us as the wines are superb. With two full ranges to 
evaluate, this was a huge tasting that at no point became wearying due to the impeccably high quality of each and 
every wine. The wines have definition, intensity, wonderfully faithful vineyard profiles and will doubtless give 
buyers huge amounts of pleasure, up and down the range. A new sparkling project makes a seriously impressive 
debut and deserves consideration, the wine spending 9 years sur lie prior to disgorgement, and finally, for the first 
time, we have a few new Spatburgunders on the list, which we will offer in due course. There seems to be little 
this husband and wife team don’t excel at.  

Kühling-Gillot & Battenfeld-Spanier (Hohen-Sülzen, Rheinhessen) 

2012 Blanc de Blancs, Extra Brut, Sekt 
A 100% Chardonnay made in the traditional method, fermented first in 
oak casks and then a secondary fermentation in bottle. Disgorged in 
2021, this saw an impressive nine years on the lees, resulting in a toned, 
sophisticated Sparkling, exuding beguiling notes of citrus and flowers 
with a fine yeasty, biscuity complexity. Super-fine bubbles and all on the 
fresh, dry end of the spectrum, there really is much to admire here.  
 

6x75cl £200.00 

2021 Quinterra, Riesling, Kühling-Gillot (10-22) 
A lovely sophisticated herbal nose. Gorgeous fruit appears on the 
palate, great clarity of flavour set in a sleek texture, not so much 
Riesling as a very charming white. Peachy with white currants and 
herbs on the finish. A great Gutswein produced from 80% Oppenheimer 
fruit and 20% Nierstein. 11g/l residual sugar makes it technically a 
Feinherb. 
 

6x75cl £50.00 

2021 Molsheim, Riesling, Trocken, Battenfeld-Spanier (34-22) 
Invariably a brilliant village wine, Molsheim displays wonderful race 
and tension, with intense white stone minerality, crisp green apples 
and white flowers. A touch of spice adds complexity to this energetic, 
lively and ultimately very delicious limestone grown dry Riesling.   
 

6x75cl £100.00 

2021 Zellertal, Riesling, Trocken, Battenfeld-Spanier (35-22) 
The young vines of the famous Kreuzberg vineyard (that of their 
Auction bottling fame) that go into the Zellertal cuvee are already 15 
years old. A wine of great purity and complex minerality. Very intense, 
fine grained, long, with complex peach skin flavours, very salty and 
really beautifully balanced intensity; the palate is powerful but so 
harmonious. Not so much a village wine as a baby Auction wine with a 
huge amount going on in a very finely pitched package.  
 

6x75cl £170.00 

2021 Kirchenstuck, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Battenfeld-Spanier (50-22) 
Hailing from a plot above the winery in Hohen-Sülzen, Kirchenstuck 
invariably represents the most delicate, shimmering, fruit driven wine 

6x75cl £215.00 
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in the range. White flowers and crisp cool citrus notes, with a saline 
dint rather than intense complex minerality, this positively glistens 
with early morning dew-kissed citrus fruit and a direct, linear, fresh 
acidity.  
 

2021 Hipping, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Kühling-Gillot (47-22) 
A touch of spontaneous fermentation frames the nose before exotic 
red slate notes appear then clear, energetic, wild white berry fruit, a 
touch of sweet peach. On the palate, a lick of fizzing, wild, hard to pin 
down fruit; yellow fleshed, with red slate spice. This is very intense yet 
also quite gentle structurally. A justly famous, steep, south-east/east 
facing vineyard on red slate – along with Pettenthal, one of the key 
sites in the Roter Hang.  
 

6x75cl £250.00 

2021 Zellerweb am Schwarzen Herrgott, Grosses Gewächs, Battenfeld-
Spanier (52-22) 
“The Showman” Oliver laughed, and indeed there’s an exuberance 
here, built around spicy, exotic, dark aromas, huge extract and a 
dense sense of minerality. The vines here quickly hit dark limestone 
and the effect on the palate is one of deep, dark structured minerality 
alongside notes of jasmine, salt and black plum. This is one of the 
oldest known vineyard sites in Germany, first recognised in the 8th 
Century. It sits on the Pfalz border with the Donnerberg mountain to 
the west, from where cool winds often flow. 
 

6x75cl £250.00 

2021 Pettenthal, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Kühling-Gillot (48-22) 
A little more composed and straight-laced than the Hipping, with very 
fine wild fermentation notes, delicate white fruit with cool spice. Fine 
extract gives an elegant, linear structure and while this is super 
precise and focussed, there’s nothing hard – just a mile long finish. “A 
perfect Pettenthal vintage” Oliver proclaimed.  Along with Hipping 
this is one of the key sites in the Roter Hang – the iron rich slate 
tending to be composed of larger plates, which contributes to the 
wine’s signature sense of composure.   
 

6x75cl £250.00 

2021 Frauenberg, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Battenfeld-Spanier (51-22) 
A very windy site that offers up light to the Hergott’s darkness. A 
super sophisticated nose, not unlike still Champagne, offers up 
complex notes of wild fermentation, fine red fruit and citrus alongside 
a touch of something bakery led. Light and long and bright, this has 
such great lift and an overriding sense of elegance and detail. The soil 
is extremely rocky and stony, not heavy at all. “It took us 20 years to 
truly understand the elegance of this wine” Oliver explained.  It seems 
like they’ve got a pretty good handle on it now. A real beauty. The 
vines here have very little topsoil before diving straight into limestone. 
Buffeted by wind from the Zellertal valley, sitting at 280m above sea 
level, this is always the last vineyard to be harvested and the wines 
have an aromatic clarity that is startling. 
 

6x75cl £250.00 
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At biodynamic estate Ökonomierat Rebholz, one of the smartest addresses in the Pfalz, they are very happy with the 
vintage. Like most producers in Germany, they were affected by downy mildew pressure during the Spring, 
particularly in Siebeldingen, leading to 70% losses in the Grosse Lagen Ganzhorn and Sonnenschein, but the steeper, 
higher vineyards around Birkweiler, particularly Kastanienbusch finished the season totally unscathed. In fact, 
Valentin Rebholz went so far to say that “the Pfalz is the overall winner in 2021. We had no problem with ripeness 
and achieved perfectly healthy grapes with amazing concentration. For us it is better to have amazing quality than a 
big crop.” When drawn on vintage comparisons, they suggest 2021 has the concentration of 2017 with the acidity of 
2004. Of particular note is the estate’s staunch commitment to biodynamics and precise, authentic winemaking. In 
that regard, all the wines ferment fully dry with no chaptalisation, stabilisation, de-acidification or fining of the 
wines. In 2021, all the wines fall below 13%. These are intense, powerful, acid-driven Rieslings that have a reputation 
in Germany for being highly ageworthy, as a 2004 we tasted confidently attested to. All the wines are raised 
exclusively in stainless steel in order to retain freshness and the purest fruit flavours. 

Ökonomierat-Rebholz (Siebeldingen, Pfalz) 
 

2021 Riesling vom Rotliegenden, Trocken, Ökonomierat Rebholz (05-22) 
Obviously ferric notes on the nose, this wine positively breathes the air 
of iron and salt with tight, ripe citrus playing second fiddle. An immense 
soil profile. This wine comes from the first pick across the great 
Kastanienbusch site; thus, all of the grapes in this are technically 
eligible for GG status. 
 

6x75cl £130.00 

2021 Riesling vom Muschelkalk, Trocken, Ökonomierat Rebholz (23-22) 
A combination of younger plots and declassified GG fruit from the 
limestone rich Im Sonnenschein vineyard. A lifted, clean and gentle 
white fruit and floral aroma, this has great energy and stuffing.  

6x75cl £130.00 
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2021 Im Sonnenschein, Weisser Burgunder, GG, Ökonomierat Rebholz (17-
22) 
Pure shell limestone soils. A classy nose of white pear, honey and 
blossom, with toasted nuts, lees and spices in the background. The 
Rebholz twins consider this the most Chablisienne wine in their range 
and certainly the intersection of fruit and chalky minerality does 
support that. From vines over 30 years old. 
 

6x75cl £300.00 

2021 Ganz Horn, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Ökonomierat Rebholz (19-22) 
The gravel soils of Ganz Horn produce wines with incredible clarity, “like 
a diamond”, Valentin Rebholz has remarked to us in the past. Sadly the 
2021 sees production fall from the usual 5-6k bottle average to just 
1,700 bottles – their smallest yield ever. A monopole of 1.9HA and their 
most traditional Riesling site along with Kastanienbusch, despite the 
volume, Valentin says “I think it is one of the best vintages for us along 
with 2004 and 2017.” Pixelated, detailed and very fine. Long and 
shimmering and intense with gentle floral and white honeyed notes, 
nimble and lithe with a certain drive to it too. Develops smoky notes 
with time. 
 

6x75cl £310.00 

 
2021 

 
Kastanienbusch, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Ökonomierat Rebholz 
(21-22)  
The great Kastanienbusch vineyard rises from 150m above sea level to 
over 300m and is formed of red iron rich soils that are around 320 
million years old. It tends to produce complex powerful Riesling that is 
nevertheless transparent and full of energy. The GG is a very much 
dialled-up version of the Ortswein, being intensely ferric and slightly 
wild, with plenty of tropical fruits such as guava and pineapple, with 
peach, herbs, aloe and a great wash of citric acidity which zings across 
the palate. This is an animated, playful, fairly boisterous and hugely fun 
GG that tastes like little else in Germany. 

 
6x75cl 

 
£345.00 
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The Offer 

 
Our Standard Terms and Conditions apply- see www.justerinis.com for details 

All prices are per case In Bond- duty and VAT will apply on delivery or when the wines are taken out of Bond at the 
prevailing rate 

The Wines are currently abroad and will not be shipped until the end of 2022 
All Delivery Orders under £500 inclusive of VAT will be subject to a delivery charge of £18 inc. VAT to mainland Great 

Britain - charges to NI and Islands are available on request 
Orders are for full cases only 
No further Discounts apply 

 
 


